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WATER-WISE PLANT LIST FOR THE PUGET SOUND LOWLANDS 
 

 
EXPOSURE 

 
CATEGORY 

 
COMMON NAME 

 
BOTANICAL NAME 

 
FLOWER 

COLOR & 

SEASON 

 
 FALL 

LEAF  

COLOR 

 
Full 

Sun 

 
Partial 

Sun 

 
Shade 

 
  Shade Trees 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Pyramidal European Hornbeam 

‘Fastigiata’ 

 
Carpinus betulus 

 
 

 
yellow 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Dawyck Purple Beech 

 
Fagus sylvatica 

 
 

 
purple 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Raywood Ash 

 
Fraxinus oxycarpa 

 
 

 
reddish 

purple 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Japanese Zelkova 

 
Zelkova serrata 

 
 

 
orange 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Flowering Trees 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Flowering Pear ‘Chanticleer’ 

 
Pyrus calleryana 

 
white/ 

spring 

 
reddish 

purple 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Western  Redbud 

 
Cercis occidentalis 

 
magenta/ 

spring 

 
yellow 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
European Mountain Ash 

 
Sorbus aucuparia  

 
white/late 

spring 

 
orange  red 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Pacific Dogwood * 

 
Cornus nuttallii 

 
white/ 

spring 

 
red orange 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Large  

Deciduous Shrubs   

8 ft and up 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Smokebush 

 
Cotinus coggygria 

 
pink 

 
reddish 

 
yes 
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EXPOSURE 

 
CATEGORY 

 
COMMON NAME 

 
BOTANICAL NAME 

 
FLOWER 

COLOR & 

SEASON 

 
 FALL 

LEAF  

COLOR 

 
Full 

Sun 

 
Partial 

Sun 

 
Shade 

summer purple 
 

 
 

Amur Maple 
 

Acer ginnala 
 

 
 

red 
 

yes 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Vine Maple * 
 

Acer circinatum 
 

 
 

red 
 

yes 
 

yes 
 

yes 
 
 Large Evergreen 

Shrubs 8 ft and up 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Strawberry Bush ‘Compacta’ 

 
Arbutus unedo 

 
white fall 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Pacific Wax  Myrtle * 

 
Myrica californica 

 
 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Ceanothus ‘Victoria’ 

 
same 

 
blue spring 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Escallonia ‘Apple Blossom’ 

 
same 

 
pink 

summer 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Aucuba japonica 

 
same 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 Medium 

Flowering Shrubs 

5-8 ft 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Rose of Sharon 

 
Hibiscus syriacus 

 
pink, white 

or purple 

summer 

 
yellow 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Doublefile Viburnum 

 
Viburnum tomentosum  

 
white 

spring 

 
red 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Red Flowering Currant * 

 
Ribes sanguineum  

 
red spring 

 
yellow 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Variegated Weigela 

 
Weigela florida 

 
pink 

spring 

 
 

 
yes 
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EXPOSURE 

 
CATEGORY 

 
COMMON NAME 

 
BOTANICAL NAME 

 
FLOWER 

COLOR & 

SEASON 

 
 FALL 

LEAF  

COLOR 

 
Full 

Sun 

 
Partial 

Sun 

 
Shade 

 
 Medium 

Evergreen Shrubs 

3 to 5 ft 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Skimmia japonica 

 
same 

 
white 

late winter 

 
evergreen 

 
 

 
no direct 

sun 

 
yes 

 
 

 
Sarcococca ruscifolia 

 
same 

 
white 

winter 

 
evergreen 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
‘Rainbow’ Leucothoe 

 
Leucothoe fontanesiana 

 
 

 
evergreen 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
Hebe buxifolia 

 
same 

 
white 

spring 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Japanese Holly  

‘Convexa’ 

 
Ilex crenata 

 
 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 Medium 

Deciduous  

Shrubs 5 to 8 ft 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Barberry ‘Rose Glow’ 

 
Berberis thunbergii 

 
 

 
red 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Burning Bush ‘Compacta’ 

 
Euonymus alatus 

 
 

 
red 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Small Deciduous 

Shrubs up tp 3 ft. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Spirea ‘Shirobana’ 

 
Spirea japonica 

 
pink 

summer 

 
orange 

yellow 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Barberry ‘Crimson Pygmy’ 

 
Berberis thunbergii 

 
 

 
red orange 

 
yes 

 
yes 
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EXPOSURE 

 
CATEGORY 

 
COMMON NAME 

 
BOTANICAL NAME 

 
FLOWER 

COLOR & 

SEASON 

 
 FALL 

LEAF  

COLOR 

 
Full 

Sun 

 
Partial 

Sun 

 
Shade 

 Cinquefoil Potentilla fruticosa many colors  yes   
 

 
 

Blue Spirea 
 

Caryopteris 
 

Blue 

summer 

 
yellow 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Small Evergreen 

Shrubs  

up to 3 ft. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Japanese Holly ‘Helleri’ 

 
Illex crenata 

 
 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Euonymus ‘Emerald Gaiety’ 

 
Euonymus fortunei 

 
 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Rock rose 

 
Cistus 

 
many colors 

summer 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Purple Sage 

 
Salvia 

 
blue 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Groundcovers 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Kinnikinnick * 

 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 

 
white 

spring 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Japanese Spurge 

 
Pachysandra terminalis 

 
white 

summer 

 
evergreen 

 
 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Rubus calycinoides 

 
white spring 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Ornamental 

Grasses 

3 ft and up 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Maiden Grass ‘Morning Light’ 

 
Miscanthus sinensis 

 
summer 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Switch Grass ‘Shenandoah’ 

 
Panicum virgatum 

 
summer 

 
 

 
yes 
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EXPOSURE 

 
CATEGORY 

 
COMMON NAME 

 
BOTANICAL NAME 

 
FLOWER 

COLOR & 

SEASON 

 
 FALL 

LEAF  

COLOR 

 
Full 

Sun 

 
Partial 

Sun 

 
Shade 

 
 

 
Reed Grass ‘Karl Foerster’ 

 
Calamagrostis 

acutiflora 

 
summer 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Perennials  

3-4 ft 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Hardy Fuchsia ‘Riccartonii’ 

 
Fuchsia magellanica 

 
many colors 

summer 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
Cape Fuchsia 

 
Phygelius rectus 

 
many colors 

summer 

 
evergreen 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Agastache  

‘Apricot Sunrise’ 

 
same 

 
orange-

apricot 

summer 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Perennials  

12 to 16 inches tall 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Daylily ‘Stella de Ora’ 

 
Hemerocallis  

 
many colors 

summer 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
Aster ‘Wood’s 

 
same 

 
many colors 

summer 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Tall Bleeding Heart 

 
Dicentra spectabilis 

 
pink and 

white 

spring 

 
 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
Perennials  

under 8 inches  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Helianthemum 

 
same 

 
many colors 

spring 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 



 

 6 

 
EXPOSURE 

 
CATEGORY 

 
COMMON NAME 

 
BOTANICAL NAME 

 
FLOWER 

COLOR & 

SEASON 

 
 FALL 

LEAF  

COLOR 

 
Full 

Sun 

 
Partial 

Sun 

 
Shade 

 
 

 
Candytuft 

 
Iberis 

 
white 

summer 

 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Snow-in-summer 

 
Cerastium 

 
white 

summer 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Arabis ‘Spring Charm’ 

 
same 

 
purple pink 

spring 

 
 

 
yes 

 
 

 
 

 
 Ferns 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sword Fern * 

 
Polystichum munitum 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 
 

 
Tassel Fern  

 
Polystichum 

polyblepharum 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
yes 

 
yes 

 

 

 

NATIVE PLANTS *  


